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Forced Displacement and Urbanity: Global movements, urban destinations and social 
justice in the Mediterranean Migration Crisis. 

In the wake of the most unprecedented movement of forcibly displaced people since the Se-
cond World War, in the past two years Europe’s towns and cities have become home to over a 
million migrants who have made the dangerous journey by sea across the Mediterranean and 
the Aegean. At the same time many thousands remain trapped in official and informal camps 
and ‘reception centres’ in Greece and Italy and in transit countries with little prospect of on-
ward movement following the closure of the European Union’s external borders.  

 The response to the migration crisis by European Union member states has varied considera-
bly—with the Federal Republic of Germany remaining largely open to new refugee arrivals—
while other member states have actively opposed the admission of displaced populations. This 
has been manifested in the construction of border fences and barriers, intensified border con-
trols and the detention and expulsion of so-called “illegal” migrants often without recourse to 
asylum claims, contrary to European and international humanitarian protection laws. Howev-
er, in terms of regional and municipal administrations the response to the migration “crisis” 
has been much more positive—with the mayors of Barcelona, Palermo, Lampedusa and 
Lesvos declaring their solidarity with refugees and calling on the leaders of the European Un-
ion to endorse a politics of humanitarian protection and welcome rather than one focused on 
building an ever more impenetrable “Fortress Europe”. 

 Thus not only is Europe’s recent migration crisis global and urban in character it goes to the 
heart of how social justice is addressed in policy and practice by a range of state and non-state 
actors and how the right to the city needs to be re-imagined in the context of an increasingly 
conflict ridden and unstable world. 

 In this panel we therefore particularly encourage theoretical and empirical papers that deal 
with the following themes: 

 •      Challenges and barriers for new migrants in different spatial environments and types of 
cities 
•       Urban and regional policy and the Mediterranean migration crisis 
•       Processes of cultural, social and economic integration in new migrant spaces 
•       Urban housing and new refugee and migrant populations 
•       Informal camps as new forms of urbanization and civic space 
•       Vulnerability and exploitation among/towards forcibly displaced urban populations 
•       Cultures of welcome and solidarity towards refugees and migrants in the European city 
•       Urban social movements and the Mediterranean migration crisis 
•       Anti-migrant politics and xenophobia in urban Europe 
•       Security, counter-terrorism and policing and the Mediterranean migration crisis. 
 

Annette Spellerberg and Simon Parker 



Abstracts should be sent by e-mail to RC21@leeds.ac.uk AND to si-
mon.parker@york.ac.uk AND to spellerberg@ru.uni-kl.de  

 Further details can be found on the RC21 conference website: 
http://www.rc21.org/en/conferences/conference-2017/ 

 The deadline for abstract submissions is Friday 10th March 2017. 

 


