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Research on spatial mobility has experienced a substantial 
upswing within the social sciences. This development has ari-
sen due to the increasing demands for spatial mobility on the 
labour markets and the rising importance of multi-local living 
arrangements due to demographic developments. Two main 
types of mobility are at the centre of the debate: a change 
of residence over a socially meaningful distance (migration) 
and long-distance commuting between place of residence 
and place of work. From this perspective, a broad agenda of 
interesting topics arise:
• What forms and patterns of mobility and mobile living 
arrangements are observed, and how can we explain them?
•  Which population groups are spatially mobile, and which 
groups face mobility restrictions?
•  What are the consequences of various forms of spatial 
mobility for individual life courses and families?
•  How does spatial mobility impact cities and regions?
The main goal of the symposium is to promote fruitful research 
on these questions through an international perspective. 
The comparison of results from different regions allows the 
identifi cation of common mobility patterns and trends, whe-
reas differences shed light on the relevance of institutional, 
cultural and economic infl uences. The international perspec-
tive enriches our empirical and theoretical understanding of 
mobility processes.

Venue:
Statistisches Bundesamt, Gustav-Stresemann-Ring 11
65189 Wiesbaden, Germany

Registration until 23 January 2015:
• Hans Scherer: hans.scherer@wiso.uni-hamburg.de

Organisers: 
• Stefanie Kley: stefanie.kley@uni-hamburg.de
• Natascha Nisic: natascha.nisic@ wiso.uni-hamburg.de
• Heiko Rüger: heiko.rueger@bib.bund.de

         kindly supported by

International Symposium

Internal Migration and Commuting
in International Perspective
4-6 February 2015, Wiesbaden, Germany

The conference will be held at the Federal Statistical Offi ce in Wies-
baden, Germany. The conference room (Gerhard Fürst Hall) is loca-
ted on fl oor 13. Access     via Gustav-Stresemann-Ring 11. Please 
have your passport ready at the entrance.



WEDNESDAY, 4TH FEBRUARY

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION
Stefanie Kley & Natascha Nisic (University of Hamburg, Germa-
ny): Welcome
Norbert F. Schneider (Federal Institute for Population Research, 
Germany): A decade of research on mobile living: concepts and 
central findings

EXPLAINING THE PROCESS OF SPATIAL MOBILITY & IMMOBILITY
Keynote: Maarten van Ham (Delft University of Technology, The 
Netherlands)

Lars Dommermuth (Statistics Norway), Sebastian Klüsener (Max 
Planck Institute for Demographic Research, Germany): Formation 
and realisation of migration intentions across the life course. 
Evidence from Norway

Bohyun Joy Jang & Anastasia Snyder (The Ohio State University, 
USA); William A. V. Clark,  (University of California, Los Angeles, 
USA): Residential mobility and migration over the life course

- COFFEE -

Knut Petzold (Catholic University of Eichstatt-Ingolstadt, Ger-
many), Nicola Hilti (ETH Zurich, Switzerland): Different mobilities 
– different equations. Comparing decision-making on migration, 
long-distance commuting and daily commuting made by Swiss 
University staff 

Martin Kolk (Stockholm University, Sweden): Period and cohort 
measures of migration

Touchanun Komonpaisarn (Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, 
Thailand): The impact of financial and social capital on decisions 
to migrate among the rural Thai 

SUMMARY 

THURSDAY, 5TH FEBRUARY

SPATIAL MOBILITY, EMPLOYMENT, AND SOCIAL
RELATIONSHIPS
Keynote: Jos van Ommeren (VU University Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands)
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Philipp M. Lersch (University of Cologne, Germany): Family mig-
ration and subsequent employment: the effect of gender ideology

Malte Reichelt (IAB, Germany) and Martin Abraham (FAU Erlan-
gen-Nuremburg, Germany): Occupational and regional mobility 
as substitutes: Job characteristics and their impact on the type 
of job transition

- COFFEE -

Natascha Nisic & Stefanie Kley (University of Hamburg, Ger-
many): Outcomes of spatial mobility on social relationships and 
social integration

PATTERNS OF SPATIAL MOBILITY AND THE LIFE COURSE
Keynote: Clara Mulder (University of Groningen, The Nether-
lands) 

Tim Schroeder & Johannes Huinink (University of Bremen, Ger-
many), Gil Viry (University of Edingburgh, UK), Sean Hladkyj 
(University of Southampton, UK), Stefanie Kley (University of 
Hamburg, Germany), Martin Kolk (University of Stockholm, 
Sweden), Laura Wright (Western University, Canada): Spatial 
mobility and family life across six European countries

Fernando Gil-Alonso, Jordi Bayona-i-Carrasco, Isabel Pujadas 
Rubies (University of Barcelona, Spain); Jenniffer Thiers (Insti-
tut d’Estudis Regionals i Metropolitans de Barcelona, Spain): 
Has the great recession modified foreigners’ spatial mobility 
patterns? The Spanish case

- LUNCH -

Gerardo Meil & Pedro Romero (Universidad Autónoma de Mad-
rid, Spain): Transitions into and out of circular job-related spatial 
mobility and subjective well-being

Gil Viry (University of Edinburgh, UK); Vincent Kaufmann & Em-
manuel Ravalet (Laboratory of Urban Sociology, EPFL, Lausanne, 
Switzerland):  High mobility over the life course: evidence from 
a longitudinal study in Europe

Frank Heins & Corrado Bonifazi (Institute for Research on Popu-
lation and Social Policies – Italian National Research Council), 
Cinzia Conti & Massimo Strozza (Italian National Institute of 

Statistics): Elements of the geographic mobility of young adults 
in Italy: the passage to adulthood

Tim Winke (Humboldt University Berlin, Germany): Residential 
mobility of elderly people

- COFFEE & POSTER SESSION -

FRIDAY, 6TH FEBRUARY

SPATIAL MOBILITY AND FAMILY DEVELOPMENT
Keynote: Hill Kulu (University of Liverpool, UK)

Heiko Rüger (Federal Institute for Population Research, Germa-
ny) and Gil Viry (University of Edingburgh, UK): Migration and 
commuting histories and their relation to fertility histories in four 
European countries

Thomas Skora, Heiko Rüger and Norbert F. Schneider (Federal 
Institute for Population Research, Germany): Job-related spatial 
mobility over the life course and the transition into parenthood. 
A cohort perspective.

- COFFEE -

Sergi Vidal, Francisco Perales & Janeen Baxter (University of 
Queensland, Australia): Dynamics of domestic labour across 
short- and long-distance family relocations

SPATIAL MOBILITY AND PARTNERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
Keynote: Michael Wagner (University of Cologne, Germany)

Sandra Krapf (University of Cologne, Germany): Long-distance 
relationships: breaking up or moving in together?

Julia Mikolai (University of Liverpool, UK) and Hill Kulu (Uni-
versity of Liverpool, UK): The interrelationship between partner 
relationships and residential relocations in the United Kingdom

Thomas J. Cooke (University of Connecticut, USA), Clara H. Mul-
der (University of Groningen, The Netherlands), Michael J. Tho-
mas (University of Groningen, The Netherlands): The migration 
of parents and children following separation

- LUNCH, SUMMARY AND FAREWELL -


