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“A major contribution to the critical study of early 21st-century capitalism….Essential reading for
anyone who seeks to decipher or influence contemporary urban struggles.”

—Neil Brenner, New York University

“Neoliberalism too often feels like a fait accompli, but this superlative volume shows that it is always a
work in progress, shaped by the contestations it calls up against itself….Contesting Neoliberalism will
contest much of what you think you know about contemporary urban policy and its geography.”

—Don Mitchell, Syracuse University

Neoliberalism’s “market revolution”—realized through practices like privatization, deregulation,
fiscal devolution, and workfare programs—has had a transformative effect on contemporary

cities. The consequences of market-oriented politics for urban life have been widely studied, but less
attention has been given to how grassroots groups, nongovernmental organizations, and progressive
city administrations are fighting back. In case studies written from a variety of theoretical and political
perspectives, this book examines how struggles around such issues as affordable housing, public services
and space, neighborhood sustainability, living wages, workers’ rights, fair trade, and democratic governance
are reshaping urban political geographies in North America and around the world.
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